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Biographical Note

George Cary Eggleston was born on November 26, 1839 in Vevay, Indianato Joseph Cary and Mary Jane
(Craig) Eggleston. He was one of four children, including Edward and Joseph. His father died in 1846,
and his mother married Williamson Terrell (a Methodist minister) on December 25, 1850. He was able

to attend Indiana Asbury (now De Pauw) University for one year before finances required him to begin
teaching at the age of sixteen. His brother, Edward Eggleston, also an author, used George Cary's teaching
experiences in his book, "The Hoosier Schoolmaster”. At the age of seventeen, he inherited a plantation in
Virginiaand began alife of leisure and aristocratic connections and studied law at Richmond College.

In 1861 he joined Company G of the 1st Virginia Calvary on May 9, serving initially under Col. J.E.B.
Stuart. He mustered out on December 9, 1861, transferring to field artillery, then back to Longstreet's
artillery. He wasin charge of a mortar fort, with his brother Joseph as second in command. He was
mustered out on April 9, 1865 at the Appomattax Court House, Virginia.

He worked at a banking and steamboating firm in Illinois after the war and married Marion Craggs on
September 9, 1868. He later practiced law in Missouri. They and their child moved to New Y ork City

in 1870, where he became a newspaper reporter, then editor, working for the Brooklyn Daily Union,

the Hearth and Home (as editor with his brother Edward), the New York Evening Post, Commercial
Advertiser and New York World. He was a freelance writer for many periodicals. Their second child was
bornin 1873.

He wrote many books, basing them on his experiences in Indiana, South Carolina, the Mississippi River
and Virginia. His book, "A Rebel's Recollection”, published in 1875, is one of the best known memoirs of
the Civil War from the Southern perspective.

Hedied April 14, 1911 and is buried in the Evergreens Cemetery, in Brooklyn, NY .
Information found in the Edward Eggleston Executive file.

"Eggleston, Edward". (1949) In Indiana Authors and their books, 1816-1916: biographical sketches of
authors who published during the first century of Indiana statehood, with lists of their books. (p. 97).
Crawfordsville, IN: Wabash College. Print. ISLI 16.810 B291l

"Eggleston, Edward.” Indiana Biography Series, v.10, p. 39.

"Eggleston, Geo. C.". 1880 United States Federal Census. Retrieved 2014/12/02. http://
search.ancestrylibrary.com

"Eggleston, George". 1860 United States Federal Census. Retrieved 2014/12/02. http://
search.ancestrylibrary.com

"Eggleston, George Cary." Find a Grave Memorial. Retrieved 2014/12/02. http://www.findagrave.com
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"Eggleston, George Cary". (1949) In Indiana Authors and their books, 1816-1916: biographical sketches
of authors who published during the first century of Indiana statehood, with lists of their books. (pp.
98-100). Crawfordsville, IN: Wabash College. Print. ISLI 16.810 B291lI

"Eggleston, George Cary". U.S,, Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865. Retrieved
2014/12/02. http://search.ancestrylibrary.com

Scope and Contents

This collection includes autographed, signed letters from George Cary Eggleston in New Y ork City, New
Y ork ranging from 1885/06/25 to 1885/12/11 regarding nostalgia and his son's travels.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged chronologically.

Administrative | nformation

Publication | nfor mation

Rare Books and Manuscripts

Conditions Gover ning Access

This collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use

Legal title, copyright, and literary rights reside with Rare Books and Manuscripts, Indiana State Library,
Indianapolis, IN. All requests to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to Rare Books and
Manuscripts.
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Custodial History

This collection was received by Rare Books and Manuscripts as a purchase on 1937/01/14 and
1944/09/29.

Accruals

No further additions are expected.

Processing I nformation

Collection processing completed 2014/12/02 by Edythe Huffman. EAD finding aid created 2014/12/02 by
Edythe Huffman.

Related M aterials

Related Archival Material

Materials relating to this collection may be found in the following collections in Rare Books and
Manuscripts, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, IN:

S410: Edward Eggleston papers, 1868-1902

Controlled Access Headings

Geographic Name(s)
* New York
Subject(s)

» Correspondence
e Travel
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